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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
1.1. SYNOPTIC SITUATION
During this dekad the ITD fluctuated over the boundary of southern Mauritania and northern Senegal, sloping towards central Mali, southern Niamey, and northern Nigeria and onto Chad. Compared to the previous dekads, this indicates a gradual south ward descending of the ITD signaling probable cessation of rains as the descend in most cases is quicker than the ascend.   
Areas below this position experienced convective activities resulting to rains over The Gambia, Senegal, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Benin and Nigeria. Area above the ITD experienced sand storms particularly over northern Mauritania and southern Algeria resulting to reduction of horizontal and vertical visibility. 

1.2 WEATHER   SUMMARY   FOR THE   GAMBIA 

Warm and humid, scattered thunderstorms and rains accompanied with strong winds were experienced across the country during the early and latter parts of the dekad.

 1.3 WEATHER   OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (11th – 20th October 2014)

Warm and humid with limited chances of thunderstorms and/or rain-showers is expected over the country during the period.

2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION
Recorded figures in this dekad continued to diminish. However, cessation of rains at this time would be unfavorable for late maturing crop varieties especially upland rice as they may not reach full maturity. In the Western Third, dekadal totals were highest over Banjul (46.8mm) to 15.2mm over Sibanor. In the Middle Third dekadal totals varied between 54.4mm (highest) over Janjanbureh to 27.7mm over Jenoi. In the Eastern Third Basse recorded a dekadal total 31.6mm (highest in the dekad), while Fatoto recorded 11.5mm. (Figure1a).
 Seasonal rainfall amounts recorded as of 10th October still indicate variations in recorded rainfall amounts over the country. In the Eastern Third seasonal totals were 883.7mm (highest countrywide) over Basse and 746.8mm over Fatoto. In the Middle Third, Sapu recorded the highest of 642.6mm; Kaur and Janjanbureh recorded the lowest seasonal totals (443.1mm, and454.5mm respectively). In the Western Third, Sibanor recorded 799.5mm highest in the region, Banjul recorded the lowest 445.2mm. (Figure1b).
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    Figure 1a: Rainfall dekadal totals 1st –10th October 2014.
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 Figure 1b: Rainfall Seasonal totals from May 1st 2014 – October10th 2014.

2.2 RAINFALL COMPARISMS
The Country average as of 10th Octoberber 2014, stood at 621.8mm, 41% below the country average of last year (10th October 2013,1056.7mm), and 23% below the long term mean (1981-2010; 30 year period: 808.3mm). Seasonal rainfall totals for individual regions like in the past dekad show that only Basse (Upper River Region) has recorded a surplus of 43.3mm against the long term mean 1981_2010 depicting an abnormality in the rainfall trend in this year’s rainy season  (table l).  

Table 1: 2014 seasonal rainfalls as of October 10th 2014, compared to that of last year and the long term mean (1981_2010).

	Station Name
	Seasonal total for 1st dekad October 2014 
	Seasonal total for 1st dekad October 2013
	Dekadal normal for 1st Dekad October  in 30 years period 1981_2010
	Deficit or surplus for 2014 and 2013 1st dekad of October comparisons
	Deficit or surplus for 2014  compared to the Normal  1981_2010

	
	
	
	
	Deficit
	Surplus
	Deficit
	Surplus

	Yundum Airport
	635.7
	1202.0
	866.1
	-566.3
	
	-230.4
	

	Sibanor
	799.5
	802.5
	-
	-
	-
	
	-

	Jenoi
	583.3
	1041.4
	987.4
	-458.1
	
	-404.1
	

	Banjul
	445.2
	1192.8
	790.9
	-747.6
	
	-345.7
	

	Kerewan
	584.3
	928.8
	792.4
	-344.5
	
	-208.1
	

	Kaur
	443.1
	862.2
	729.0
	-419.0
	
	-285.9
	

	Janjanbureh
	454.5
	1066.5
	780.4
	-612.0
	
	-325.9
	

	Sapu
	642.6
	1517.1
	827.6
	-874.5
	
	-185.0
	

	Basse
	883.7
	973.7
	840.4
	-90.0
	
	
	+43.3

	Fatoto
	746.8
	980.0
	824.7
	-233.2
	
	-77.9
	


2.3 Temperature


Average temperatures across the country continued to show little variation. Recorded temperatures on average were between 27°C and 28°C respectively.
2.4 Winds

Winds were light, moderate to strong across the country. During this dekad, wind speed recorded varied from 20Km/h in the Eastern Third of the country to 51.8Km/h and 64Km/h in the Western and Middle Thirds of the country respectively.
2.5 Sunshine Duration

Sunshine duration on average in this dekad was between 5hours over the Eastern Third, to 7hours in the Middle and Western Thirds respectively. 

2.6 Relative Humidity

Average relative humidity across the country continued to be high over 95% across the country and the lowest average relative humidity was over 50% countrywide. This shows there is still moisture content in the atmosphere. 

3.0 Hydrological Situation
N/A

4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

WEST COAST REGION

Major activities for farmers in this region are harvesting of early millet and maize, harvesting for the phillipino pink groundnut variety is ongoing gradually, while few farmers are transplanting swamp rice others are still busy weeding on late planted fields. Crop phonological phases varies, most crops are at maturity stages early planted late millet are at panicle initiation while late planted ones are at advanced tillering stages, some maize and early millet are being harvested but late planted maize are still at their vegetative stages. Few farmers are transplanting swamp rice while early transplanted swamp rice is at advance tillering stage, cowpea and few sesame fields are flowering, early planted water melon are fruiting while others are spreading.
. 
NORTH BANK REGION
The crop situation in this region continued to give farmers more hopes as they were not expecting much from this year’s cropping season due to late onset of the rains, However there are still concer among farmers because it is very unlikely that some late planted crops would reach maturity due to diminishing rains at this time.

Farmer activities continue to be harvesting of maize, early millet and cowpea. Some crops are at their maturity stages (Groundnuts, rice, sorghum and watermelon), others are still at vegetative stages (watermelon, sesame).
LOWER RIVER REGION

Agricultural activities in this region are weeding on late planted rice fields, harvesting of early millet is ongoing especially in Jarrra East and Kiang West, some farmers are harvesting cowpea and green harvesting for maize is still ongoing. Few farmers have started harvesting watermelon, while others are harvesting Findo.Most crops are advancing well (upland rice is flowering, groundnut is on pod formation, Some crops like maize, sesame and watermelon are still at vegetative stages.
CENTRAL RIVER REGION NORTH

Agricultural activity in this region for this dekad continues to be green harvesting on maize fields, transplanting and weeding on lowland rice fields. Crop phonological stages varied, groundnut and early millet is at maturity satge, while upland rice is at vegetative stage. It is important to note that farmers in this region are deeply concern with the status of their upland rice fields as rainfall records continued to diminish. There is serious outbreak of pest (Blister Beetles on early millet fields) which have affected this region especially in areas like Niani, Sami and Nianija Districts. The Agricultural staff on the ground is doing everything possible using limited chemicals available to them to control the situation. 
 CENTRAL RIVER REGION SOUTH

Farmers in this region are preoccupied with the harvesting of early millet and maize, transplanting and weeding is in progress for lowland rice. Like in some other regions farmers in this region too are worried about the status of their upland rice fields as the rainfall situation this time might not favour their maturity, however lowland rice fields have more moisture content but farmers here are equally concerned that should the rains stop now there would be salt intrusion in their fields.


UPPER RIVER REGION

N/A

4.1 COMMODITY PRICES
4.2 CROP PROTECTION
4.3 LIVESTOCK
N/A
4.4 FISHERIES
N/A
5.0 NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT AGENCY (NDMA)
N/A
6.0 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (NEA)
N/A
Banjul September 25th 2014
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